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New memorials are being planned for the veterans garden at 
Mashpee Community Park. 

BRIAN KEHRL/ENTERPRISE

The four markers around 
the outside of the garden 
were relocated there when it 
opened in 2002.

By GEOFF SPILLANE
The wars in Iraq and Afghani-

stan have taken a heavy toll on 
the small town of Mashpee, and 
a campaign offi cially kicks off 
tomorrow evening to memorial-
ize the fi ve servicemembers with 
connections to town who lost 
their lives serving in the wars.

The Mashpee Veterans of 
Foreign Wars Post 5489 has an-
nounced plans to commission, 
install, and maintain fi ve me-
morial stone markers for the 
fallen heroes at the veterans 
garden at Mashpee Community 
Park, which is located directly 
across the street from town hall. 
A fundraising event to support 
the project will be held at Dino’s 
Sports Bar from 7 to 10 tomorrow 
evening, and will feature raffl es, 
prizes, music, and food.

Those being honored are US 
Army Staff Sergeant Alicia F. 
Birchett, US Marine Corps Pri-
vate First Class Daniel A.C. Mc-
Guire, US Army Private First 
Class Paul E. Conlon, US Marine 
Corps Captain Eric A. Jones, 
and US Army Private First Class 
Clinton E. Springer II. Staff Sgt. 
Birchett and Pfc. McGuire were 
killed while serving in Iraq, 
while Pfc. Conlon, Cpt. Jones, 
and Pfc. Springer were in Af-
ghanistan.

Karen A. McGuire, mother of 
Pfc. McGuire, said that families 
of the fallen are often afraid that 
people will forget the sacrifi ces 
of their loved ones, making this 
project all the more important.

Mashpee VFW Vice Com-
mander Edwin Theis said that 
the stone markers, which will 
cost approximately $1,000 each, 
will be engraved with the late 
service member’s name, rank, 
armed services branch, date of 
death, and theater of service. A 
formal dedication of the memo-
rial is planned for April, on or 
around the Patriots Day holi-
day.

“We want to honor these fall-
en heroes in a separate ceremo-
ny, prior to Memorial Day. The 
April date is signifi cant, since 
it falls near the anniversary of 
Paul Revere’s ride, which began 
this country’s war history,” Mr. 
Theis said.

The markers honoring the fi ve 
servicemembers will be placed 
alongside similar markers honor-
ing four of Mashpee’s World War 
II and Korean War veterans. Mr. 
Theis said that the four existing 
markers had been relocated to 
the park when it opened in 2002. 
They had previously been situ-

Fundraising Begins 
To Memorialize Five 

Fallen Servicemembers

‘The Cape is very 
unique in the way it 
has supported the 
families who have 
suffered such great 

losses.’

Cynthia Jones, mother of 
USMC Captain Eric Jones

ated in different areas around 
town, including locations near 
the homes of the deceased, or at 
local cemeteries.

In addition to the markers, 
the garden also features bricks 
engraved with names and mes-
sages, part of a fundraising cam-
paign for the maintenance of the 
park.
Town Lends Support To Project

Mashpee residents have tra-
ditionally rallied to support vet-
erans-related causes, and this 
project and fundraising event 
are no exception.

Selectman Thomas F. O’Hara 
was instrumental in getting the 
project off the ground, after he 
received a call from a resident 
inquiring about the town’s plans 
to honor the fi ve fallen service 
members. “This is incredibly 
important. I was embarrassed 
that we had not already done 
something. Initial response from 
people and businesses in town 
has been outstanding,” he said.

During the past two weeks, fl i-
ers prominently displaying pho-
tographs of the fi ve fallen ser-

Continued on Page 5

By ELSA H. PARTAN
The Mashpee School Committee 

is seeking fi ve Mashpee residents 
to serve on a screening commit-
tee of 13 people that will review 
applications for the new superin-
tendent of Mashpee schools. The 
committee is accepting letters of 
interest now.

Eight members of the super-
intendent screening committee, 
alternatively called the “search 
committee,” will be drawn from 
town boards and committees and 
from the Mashpee Wampanoag 
Tribe. They will be chosen by 
their respective groups and put 
forward to serve on the screening 
committee.

At a school committee meeting 
Wednesday, member Joan N. Oli-
ver suggested the composition of 
the screening committee but not 
the individuals who will sit on 
the committee. The school com-
mittee will select individuals at a 
meeting in the coming weeks.

The screening committee will 
have the responsibility of review-
ing candidate résumés and sug-
gesting semi-fi nalists. The fi nal 
selection of the superintendent 
rests with the school committee 
and is scheduled for the end of 
March.

The committee moved ahead 

with the composition of the 
screening committee without ad-
ditional input from Chairman 
Jose L. Franco, who is out of town 
on a work obligation for the next 
several months. Superintendent 
Ann M. Bradshaw said that Mr. 
Franco had informed her that he 
would send an e-mail over the 
weekend with his suggestions. 
Mr. Franco had promised at a 
meeting on November 7 that his 
suggestion would be ready for 
Wednesday’s meeting, but it was 
not.

Ms. Oliver made her motion to 
move forward without it.

“I think we need to decide to-
day,” she said. “We might be run-
ning out of time.”

Ms. Oliver’s motion for a 13-
member screening committee 
passed unanimously.

According to the time line ap-
proved by the committee in Oc-
tober, the school committee will 
select the members of the screen-
ing committee in January. The 
superintendent position will be 
advertised beginning January 2 
and the advertising period will 
close February 8. The screening 
committee will begin its work on 
February 13 to review applicants 

Superintendent Screening 
Committee Composition Set

Continued on Page 8
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Jennifer Hardin (left) speaks in Wôpanâak, the Wampanoag language, as Jessie (Little Doe) Baird, 
sitting across the table, listens and suggests vocabulary. Ms. Hardin, Brian Weeden, Tia Pocknett 
and Tracy Kelley are training to be teachers and writing curriculum for a proposed Wôpanâak pub-
lic charter school. 

By ELSA H. PARTAN
Jessie C. Baird was shopping 

in a Mashpee supermarket a few 
weeks ago when she overheard 
two people greet each other in 
Wôpanâak, the Wampanoag lan-
guage. She scurried down the 
aisle to get a look, but they had 
moved on before she could see 
who they were. It was a heart-
warming moment for the Mash-
pee Wampanoag Tribe member, 
who has spent the last 20 years 
reviving the tongue of her ances-
tors, a language silent for more 
than 100 years prior.

“I’ve never had it happen in a 
public place, where the conver-
sation was going on without me,” 
Ms. Baird (Little Doe) said.

Since the language project 
began, more than 400 people of 
all ages from four Wampanoag 
communities have taken a class 
based on the work done by Ms. 
Baird. Her linguistic journey 
began with a 1663 translation of 
the Bible, land deeds, and other 
colonial-era contracts written 
in Wôpanâak. She co-founded 
the Wôpanâak Language Rec-
lamation Project and created 
workbooks, vocabulary lists, and 
grammar guides. About 11 people 
are fully conversant in Wôpanâak 
because of Ms. Baird’s work, 
the community classes, summer 

language camps, and their own 
hours of study. Ms. Baird raised 
her youngest daughter, Mae, who 
is 8, to be a native speaker of Wô-
panâak. These days, Mae corrects 
her mother’s grammar.

Now the 49-year-old is taking 
the next step to ensure that the 
language lives on. Last month 
Ms. Baird and a staff of eight be-
gan the work of opening a public 
charter school in the fall of 2015 
for kindergarten through grade 3. 
Students would be taught both in 
Wôpanâak and English.

“We’ve reached a critical 
point,” Ms. Baird said. The best 
way to spread the language is to 
teach it to children, whose capac-
ity for learning language is at a 
lifetime peak, she said.

To fund the charter application 
process, Ms. Baird’s group se-
cured a $900,000 grant over three 
years from the federal Admin-
istration for Native Americans, 
enough to pay part-time salaries 
for nine people. They chose to 
pursue a charter school because 
it comes with a well-established 
funding mechanism through the 
state and it allows for innovative 
approaches to education. Further, 
charter schools have had success 
in closing the “achievement gap,” 

To Sustain Native Language Learning, Tribe Turns To A Charter School

Continued on Page 10

By GEOFF SPILLANE
The US Senate is again at work 

on a bill that would clarify the 
Mashpee Wampanoag Tribe’s 
prospects for establishing a res-
ervation in Taunton and Mash-
pee. But the focus in Congress 
on preventing the country from 
falling off of the dreaded “fi scal 
cliff” appears to be derailing the 
bill’s prospects.

Last month, retiring Senator 
Daniel Akaka (D-Hawaii), chair-
man of the US Senate Committee 
on Indian Affairs and a longtime 
advocate for Native American is-
sues, pledged to pass a “fi x” to a 
landmark 2009 Supreme Court de-
cision that has made it diffi cult, 
and in some cases impossible, for 
tribes to be granted reservations. 
In the case in question, Carcieri v 
Salazar, the Court mandated that 
the US Department of the Inte-
rior could not grant reservations 
for tribes that were not under 
federal jurisdiction prior to 1934. 

The Mashpee Wampanoag 
Tribe, which does not have a res-
ervation and is in the process of 

pursuing a $500 million destina-
tion resort casino in Taunton, was 
federally recognized in 2007. The 
tribe is attempting to prove that 
it was under federal jurisdiction 
much earlier in order to meet the 
requirements under the Carc-
ieri case. In an illustration of the 
challenges of that task, however, 
the tribe fi led an incomplete res-
ervation application this sum-
mer, with a section titled “Carc-
ieri Report” left to be submitted 
at a later date.

Congressional staff suggested 
earlier in the week that this may 
be the week for a vote, and Sen-
ate Majority Leader Harry Reid 
(D-Nevada) moved the Carcieri 
fi x bill to the Senate fl oor. Howev-
er, realizing that there were not 
enough votes lined up to pass the 
bill, he withdrew it on Monday 
evening. According to the Senate 
record, Sen. Reid said, “As I indi-
cated this morning, we are trying 
to work our way through a number 
of issues. We thought we were go-

Uncertainty At Best
For Carcieri Fix

Prospects In Congress
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TOWN

OF 

MASHPEE
MASHPEE ZONING BOARD 

OF APPEALS
PUBLIC HEARINGS NOTICE 

DECEMBER 12, 2012
The Mashpee Zoning Board of Appeals will hold Public 
Hearings on Wednesday, December 12, 2012 at 6:00 
p.m. (Conference Room #1) at the Mashpee Town Hall, 
16 Great Neck Road North, on the following:
NEW HEARINGS
Kathleen A. Impey: Requests a Special Permit under 
ß174-25.I(9) of the Zoning By-laws to allow for construc-
tion of a pier, ramp and fl oat proposed to extend across 
a total of more than seventy (70) feet of coastal beach, 
coastal bank, salt marsh or bordering vegetated wetlands 
on property located in an R-3 zoning district at 90 Cap-
tains Row (Map 96 Parcel 11) Mashpee, MA.
Vernon J. and Sharon L. Carloni: Request a Variance 
from ß174-31 of the Zoning By-laws to vary the lot size 
and frontage requirements to allow as buildable a parcel 
of land located in an R-5 zoning district at 70 Pimlico Pond 
Road (Map 3 Parcel 18) Mashpee, MA.  
Wayne K. Carloni: Requests a Variance from ß174-31 
of the Zoning By-laws to vary the lot size and frontage 
requirements to allow for an existing dwelling on property 
located in an R-5 zoning district at 72 Pimlico Pond Road 
(Map 3 Parcel 19) Mashpee, MA.
Muriel C. Carloni: Requests a Variance from ß174-31 
of the Zoning By-laws to vary the lot size and frontage 
requirements to allow as buildable a parcel of land lo-
cated in an R-5 zoning district at 76 Pimlico Pond Road 
(Map 3 Parcel 20) Mashpee, MA.
Nicholas S. and Ann K. Mabardy: Request a Special 
Permit under ß174-17 of the Zoning By-laws and M.G.L. 
Chapter 40A ß6 concerning change, extension or altera-
tion of  pre-existing, non-conforming structures to allow 
for construction of a single-family dwelling on property 
located in an R-3 zoning district at 2 Rock Island Road 
(Map 123 Parcel 17) Mashpee, MA.
Nicholas S. and Ann K. Mabardy: Request a Written 
Finding under ß174-20 of the Zoning By-laws concern-
ing rebuilding of destroyed or damaged non-conforming 
structures to allow for construction of a single-family 
dwelling on property located in an R-3 zoning district at 2 
Rock Island Road (Map 123 Parcel 17) Mashpee, MA.
Plans may be viewed prior to the hearings in the ZBA 
offi ce and the Town Clerk’s offi ce.
Per Order of:  

Jonathan D. Furbush, Chairman
Mashpee Zoning Board of Appeals

November 23, 30, 2012

TOWN 

OF

 MASHPEE
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE

The Board of Selectmen, acting as the Licensing Board 
for the Town of Mashpee, will conduct a public hearing on 
the renewal of all liquor licenses in the Town of Mashpee. 
Said hearing will be conducted at Town Hall on Monday, 
December 3, 2012 at 6:40 p.m. 
Per order of

Michael R. Richardson, Chairman
Carol A. Sherman, Vice Chairman

Wayne E. Taylor, Clerk
John J. Cahalane

Thomas O'Hara
                     

Mashpee Board of Selectmen
November 30, 2012

Legal Notices
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Classifi ed Hours
Monday through Friday

8 AM - 5 PM
508-548-4700 or 1-800-286-7744
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Jessie (Little Doe) Baird holds 4-month-old Wesley Greendeer while his mother, Nitana Hicks 
(standing), works out a phrase in the Wampanoag language, Wôpanâak. Teacher-in-training Eleanor 
Coombs looks on. Nine staff members are preparing an application for a Wôpanâak public charter 
school and the curriculum needed for kindergarten through grade 3. 

that has been pervasive in disad-
vantaged populations, according 
to the grant application.

The group estimates that there 
will be 183 Wampanoag children 
from Barnstable County, Plym-
outh County, Bristol County, and 
Martha’s Vineyard who will be 
the right age to attend. It assumes 
that not every child will apply. As 
a public charter school, admis-
sion must be by lottery and open 
to all.

Charter schools in Massachu-
setts are funded through state aid 
taken primarily from the student’s 
home district, called the “send-
ing” district. Last year, that was 
$13,655 per Mashpee student. To 
soften the fi nancial blow, the state 
covers 100 percent of the per-pu-
pil cost the fi rst year the student 
leaves. For the following four 
years, the state gives the sending 
district a 25 percent reimburse-
ment.

In preparing their charter 
school application, the small staff 
faces an enormous task. The pro-
cess requires a pre-application 
and a 141-page fi nal application. 
They must form a board of trust-
ees and write bylaws.

“It’s an incredibly rigorous pro-
cess with an incredible reward at 
the end,” said Marc Kenen, the ex-
ecutive director of Massachusetts 
Charter Public School Associa-
tion. “My message is, go forward, 
but with your eyes open. The bar 
is very high.”

There are currently 77 charter 
schools operating in Massachu-
setts. Among those are a handful 
of immersion, bilingual, or dual 
language programs, including 
the Pioneer Valley Chinese Im-
mersion Charter School and the 
Academy of the Pacifi c Rim Char-
ter Public School, which requires 
Mandarin classes in grades 7 to 
12.

The Wôpanâak charter school 
staff faces a unique hurdle. It 
must write an entire curriculum 
in Wôpanâak and explain it in 
English.

On a recent Tuesday, six future 
teachers were undertaking the 
work in earnest around a table in 
the Summerfi eld offi ce park. They 
are tasked with multiple respon-
sibilities, such as writing curricu-
lum, researching how other native 
language schools work across the 
country, and, importantly, becom-
ing conversant speakers of the 
language themselves.

A few of the future teachers 
have been studying the language 
for years, but others only started 
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six weeks ago. The newcomers 
struggled during the four hours of 
Wôpanâak-only conversation, but 
rarely did anyone use English, 
even when they were grasping for 
a word.

“It feels good,” said Eleanor 
Coombs of Mashpee, one of the 
less experienced Wôpanâak 
speakers. “It is different from sit-
ting in a regular classroom. There 
are some frustrations, but prog-
ress comes quickly. It makes my 
family stronger and connects me 
with the creator and all my peo-
ple.”

Jennifer Hardin of Bourne, a 
member of the Herring Pond Wam-
panoag Tribe, said she hopes that 
her almost 9-month-old daughter 
will benefi t from the Wôpanâak 
charter school.

“It’s really inspiring to see what 
Jessie has done,” she said, tearing 
up. “For me to be a part of this is 
really emotional.”

The charter school organizers 
must answer diffi cult questions 
before opening their school’s 
doors. Exactly how much English 
should be spoken each day will be 
one of those questions.

To assist them, the group has 
tapped the expertise of Jenni-
fer C. Weston to be the charter 
and personnel coordinator. Ms. 
Weston is a Brown University-
educated member of the Standing 
Rock Sioux tribe who has created 
a network of 300 tribal language 

Charter School

programs across the country over 
four years. She was an associate 
producer for the 2010 PBS series 
“We Shall Remain” and contin-
ues to work part-time for the Cam-
bridge-based advocacy group Cul-
tural Survival.

According to Ms. Weston, stud-
ies of language acquisition show 
that a minimum of 20 hours a week 
of speaking the target language is 
necessary for signifi cant learning. 
“Without that 20 hours a week, 
there isn’t much more than a long 
list of vocabulary,” she said.

The Waadookodaading Ojibwe 
Immersion School in Hayward, 
Wisconsin, could be a model for 
the Wôpanâak charter school. The 
Wôpanâak group has taken no-
tice, sending its curriculum spe-
cialist Nitana Hicks a few weeks 
ago for a visit. The Ojibwe school 
is a public charter that opened in 
2000 and now has 50 students in 
preschool to grade 5.

Speaking on the phone from her 
offi ce this week, Ojibwe school di-
rector Brooke M. Ammann said 
students in the preschool class 
spend 100 percent of their day 
speaking Ojibwe. In grade 1, Eng-
lish is increased to 30 minutes a 
day and from grade 2 to grade 5, 
students speak 45 minutes of Eng-
lish a day. The rest of the seven-
hour day is spent speaking Ojibwe. 
Ms. Ammann said the Wôpanâak 
charter school staff should put 
trust in their culture as they pre-

pare their curriculum.
“You should really use your cul-

ture and your teachings as a foun-
dation,” she said. “Everything you 
need to know is already around 
you. The standards that the out-
siders try to impose on us, they 
are not anything new.”

With a bachelor’s degree from 
Dartmouth College and a master’s 
in education from Harvard Uni-
versity, Ms. Ammann said her gift 
to her tribe is translating how the 
traditional Ojibwe lessons fi t into 
“education speak.”

During sugaring season, walk-
ing in the woods and tapping the 
trees is an opportunity for learn-
ing at every grade level, Ms. Am-
mann said.

“There is endless science and 
math,” she said. “There are so 
many lessons contained in that 
activity.”

Ms. Baird said she is eager to get 
a board of trustees who can start 
grappling with the questions of 
the new school’s educational phi-
losophy. Sitting at a table with the 
future teachers, she said she must 
also give each staff member extra 
attention and care as they take on 
the task of building a school.

“This is a very stressful period,” 
she said. “They feel that the whole 
nation is counting on them.”

“And they are,” one of the teach-
ers piped up.

“I’m ready to spread this 
around,” Ms. Baird said.

A member of the governor’s staff 
later called Ms. Hendricks to fol-
low up and on November 1, Gov. 
Patrick made the declaration.

In the middle of the month, Ms. 
Hendricks received a personal 
copy of the proclamation, pro-
duced in a handsome presentation 
with the governor’s seal set over a 
blue ribbon.

“I started to cry. I mean, it meant 
so much to me to see us being rec-
ognized for who we are and our 
contributions to American histo-
ry,” she said.

A spokesman for the govern-
ment this week confi rmed that the 
governor’s offi ce received Ms. Hen-
dricks’s request.

The month 
is drawing to a 
close, but Ms. 
Hendricks said 
this week that it 
is important to 
use the procla-
mation to draw 
attention to 
the role Native 
Americans have 
played in Amer-
ica, from greet-
ing the Pilgrims 
and beyond.

“ P e o p l e  
should be aware 
of the fact that 
we are an impor-
tant part of his-
tory,” she said, 
stressing that 
the real history 
of the Thanks-
giving holiday 
is far different from the myth por-
trayed in storybooks.

She said she was especially 
proud that the governor’s state-
ment called out the Wampanoag 
tribe.

“Whereas In the autumn of 1621, 
in a small colony in the midst of 
the Wampanoag Homeland, more 
than 90 Wampanoag men shared 
food with 52 English settlers in 
what would later be called the 
‘First Thanksgiving.’ Today, the 
Thanksgiving holiday, so deeply 
rooted in Massachusetts, is still 
a means of uniting a very diverse 
America; and

Whereas It is in November that 
we celebrate the rich and diverse 
cultures, traditions, and histories 
and acknowledge the important 
contributions of Native people,

Now, Therefore, I, Deval L. Pat-
rick, Governor of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts, do here-
by proclaim November 2012 to be, 
Native American Heritage Month,” 
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To Call For Native Recognition
the proclamation states.

Advocating for more awareness 
of Native American heritage is 
nothing new to Ms. Hendricks. In 
1996, she wrote a letter to then-
President William J. Clinton for a 
class she was taking at the North 
American Indian Center in Boston. 
The letter asked President Clinton 
to make November a month to rec-
ognize Native American heritage. 
The teacher was impressed enough 
with the letter that she suggested 
Ms. Hendricks follow through and 
send it down to the White House. 
She did, and to her great surprise, 
she received a letter back from the 
president thanking her for her note 
and offering his support to her and 

the tribe.
P r e s i d e n t 

Clinton later 
proclaimed No-
vember 1996 
to be National 
American In-
dian Heritage 
Month and Ms. 
Hendricks re-
ceived a copy of 
the proclama-
tion, with a gold 
p r e s i d e n t i a l 
seal, in the mail. 
She still has a 
framed copy at 
her house in 
Falmouth.

A c c o r d i n g 
to information 
from the US Bu-
reau of Indian 
Affairs, every 
November since 
1991 has been 

similarly recognized by the fed-
eral government, since the Senate 
passed and President George H.W. 
Bush signed legislation calling for 
the observance.

President Obama followed suit 
this year, with a proclamation un-
der the theme “Serving our peo-
ple, serving our nations; honoring 
those that served our country.”

This year’s proclamation reads 
in part:

“This month, we celebrate and 
honor the many ways American 
Indians and Alaska Natives have 
enriched our Nation, and we re-
new our commitment to respecting 
each tribe’s identity while ensur-
ing equal opportunity to pursue 
the American dream.... As we cel-
ebrate National Native Ameri-
can Heritage Month, let us move 
forward in the spirit of mutual 
understanding and mutual trust, 
confi dent that our challenges can 
be met and that our shared future 
is bright.”

‘As we celebrate
 National Native 

American Heritage 
Month, let us move 

forward in the spirit 
of mutual under-

standing and mutual 
trust, confi dent that 
our challenges can 
be met and that our 

shared future
 is bright.’ 

Proclamation by 
President Obama


